
   
 

   
 

Combe Pafford School 

 

Sally Banfield  

Headteacher  

 

8th May 2026  

 

Dear Parents and Families, 

 

Time seems to be flying by and we are already at the end of week 3 this half term. The weather has 

been very kind to us, and this is always what we need for our summer trips and residentials. 

 

This weekend, a group of students and staff will take part in the annual 10 Tors Jubilee Challenge on 

Dartmoor. As I type this letter, they have already left and I will join them very soon for a night of 

camping in tents and then walking between 8.9 and 15.4 miles. A huge amount of organisation and 

training has taken place and I'm sure you will wish us all well over the weekend. 

 

Experiences like 10 Tors are what make Combe Pafford so special, and everything we do is for the 

young people and the community we serve. This is only possible because of the wonderful staff team 

we have at school and for the time and dedication they give in their roles. I know that all the children 

and I are blessed to have such a wonderful team of people. 

 

Residentials 

I am pleased to share that our recent residential trip to Belgium went extremely well. The pupils had a 

wonderful experience, and we are very proud of how they represented our school throughout the visit.  

 

The KS2 trip to Bideford is next week 11th – 13th May and the Llain Activity Centre in Wales for Year 7 

from 11th – 15th May. Details have been shared with parents separately but, if you have any questions 

in relation to either of these trips, please contact the school office.  

 

Residentials are a very exciting time for all our young people, whether they are traveling away or 

staying in Torbay for day trips.   Can we ask that parents and families check their email boxes for all 

the information they need. 



   
 

   
 

 

Immunisations  

Please be reminded that the HPV Vaccinations will be taking place on Wednesday 13th May for Years 

8, 9, 10 & 11. If you have not submitted a consent form, please click on this link 

https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/HPV.aspx and enter the unique school code 

DV139540 where asked to do so. 

 

GCSE’s 

Please see the dates for your diary page at the end of this letter for a full list of GCSE’s due to take 

place in the coming weeks. We wish all our Year 11, 12 and 13 students the very best of luck with their 

external exams.  

 

Extra Inset Day on 22nd May  

A gentle reminder that the children break up on Thursday 21st May due to the extra inset day on 22nd 

May.  We welcome children back to school on Monday 1st June. 

 

Kindest regards 

 
 

Sally Banfield  

Headteacher 

  



   
 

   
 

 
 
Viral Trand causing Severe Burns to Children  
 

Children and young people are microwaving squishy silicone toys after seeing online videos 

claiming this makes the toys softer and more pliable. When the toy is squeezed afterwards, it bursts 

and sprays boiling material, which reportedly has left children’s hands and faces seriously burned. 

This trend has seriously injured children in the UK and US, most recently in May 2026 in Bristol, UK. 

  

We ask that parents, school staff, and professionals avoid searching for this challenge directly on 

platforms as each search feeds the algorithm and increases the content's reach, making the videos 

more visible to users. Instead, refer to our article to understand more and get guidance on 

responding. 

  

SAFEGUARDING ALERT: Viral Trend Risks Causing Severe Burns to Children - Ineqe Safeguarding Group 

 
 
  



   
 

   
 

Checkpoint Wellbeing Services  
 
The Children’s Society offers a range of free wellbeing and mental health support for children and 
young people aged 8–24, including early emotional wellbeing help, one-to-one and group support, 
short-term and more intensive CBT for anxiety or low mood, quick-access drop-in support, and 
social groups for young people who are socially isolated or neurodivergent.  
 
 

 
 
 



   
 

   
 

  



   
 

   
 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online - Please see the attached poster in relation to keeping your children 

safe whilst using AI.   If you would like a printed copy of this poster, please let us know.

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 

MAY 2026  

 

• 11th   In School Residential Week  

• 11th – 13th  KS2 Bideford Activity Centre Residential  

• 11th – 15th  Year 7 Llain Activity Centre Wales Residential  

• 13th   HPV Immunisations for Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 

• 14th   GCSE Maths Paper 1  

• 18th   GCSE Chemistry Paper 1 

• 19th   KS2 Swimming  

• 21st   GCSE English Literature Paper 1 

• 21st   Last day of Term 

• 22nd   INSET DAY FOR STUDENTS  

• 1st June  Students welcomed back to school  


