
   
 

   
 

Combe Pafford School  

 

Sally Banfield  

Headteacher  

6th February 2026 

Dear Parents and Families, 

 

Re-Designation – Earlier this week, I wrote to you confirming the Department for Education’s decision to 

approve the change of our school’s designation to Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC).  This means that, from 

September 2026, the new year groups joining Combe Pafford will be ASC cohorts. 

During the consultation process, many of you shared thoughtful and valuable comments. A common theme 

from families was concern around staff training time, specifically that the professional development we 

currently schedule on Fridays might need to be fully redirected towards preparing for our new cohort. 

I am in complete agreement that we must continue with our existing staff training programme this year, 

while also ensuring that our wonderful team receives the guidance and support, they need as we prepare to 

welcome our new young people in September. It is also important to recognise that we already have a 

significant number of pupils with ASC, who will benefit from this further upskilling of staff. 

To provide the additional training time required—without reducing our existing programme—I have decided 

to add two extra training days to this year’s school calendar, and one extra training day to next year’s. 

To minimise disruption for families, these days have been placed adjacent to existing school holidays. I fully 

appreciate that this change has an impact on you, but I hope you feel that it reflects the feedback shared by 

many families during the consultation process. 

The additional training days will be: 

• Tuesday 21st April 2026 – added to the INSET day on Monday 20th April, at the start of the summer 

term 

• Friday 22nd May 2026 – leading into the May half-term break 

• Friday 23rd October 2026 – leading into the October half-term break 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Meet the Headteacher – Our next meet the Headteacher events take place on Tuesday 10th February. 

The focus of this time is your views on our current homework process and structure and to gather 

thoughts on our current uniform. Do you like it, are there things you would like to change? 

 

To ensure that as many of you can attend, I will run 2 sessions. The first at 9am in the Yellow Frog Cafe 

(please come in through the YFC entrance) and the 2nd will be in the evening online via Teams at 

5.30pm. The link for this teams meeting is here:  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/34929628067268?p=3hQGeOkmO0WF1546H2 

 

Please do come along to either session for me to hear your thoughts and views. 

 

Half Term Reminder– children break up on Friday 13th February at usual time of 2.20pm and are 

welcomed back on Monday 23rd February.  

 

 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/34929628067268?p=3hQGeOkmO0WF1546H2


   
 

   
 

Bake Off Bid Up – Don't forget it's the "Bake Off Bud Up" on Friday 13th February.  This is open to all 

staff, students, and parents.  Bake your cake and bring it into the hall for 9am.  You can bid on as many 

cakes as you like, as many times as you like.  The bidding will close at 12pm, the winner will be the last 

bid!!!  All the money raised will go to Operation Imprezza for money towards school windows. 

 

 

 
  



   
 

   
 

Keeping your children safe online 

 

The focus this week is how to spot fake news.  If you would like a printed copy of this poster, please 

ask at reception. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Can I wish you all a very relaxing and enjoyable weekend, with hopefully a little better weather for 

everyone. 

 

Kindest regards 

 
 

Sally Banfield  
Headteacher 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2026 

 

• 9th – 13th  Year 11 GCSE Mocks Week 

• 10th   Parent Forum – Meet the Headteacher  

• 10th   KS2 Swimming 

• 13th   Year7 Swimming  

• 13th   LAST DAY OF HALF TERM  

• 23rd   FIRST DAY OF SPRING TERM – CHILDREN WELCOMED BACK 

• 24th   KS2 Swimming 

• 27th   Year 7 Swimming  

 

MARCH 2026 

• 3rd   KS2 Swimming 

• 5th   World Book Day  

• 6th   Year 7 Swimming  

• 9th – 13th  Science Week  

• 10th   KS2 Swimming 

• 13th   Year 7 Swimming 

• 13th – 24th  Residential to Kenya  

• 16th   Immunisations for Years 9, 10 & 11 

• 17th   KS2 Swimming  

• 20th   Year 7 Swimming  

• 20th   Red Nose Day  

• 24th   KS2 Swimming 

• 27th   Year 7 Swimming 

 


