
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

None of this would be possible without our 

dedicated and hardworking staff team. I am 

extremely grateful to each and every member of 

staff for their commitment and care, and I 

would like to thank them sincerely for all that 

they do. I wish them a restful and well-deserved 

break over the holiday period. 

 

Our school community extends far beyond the 

school gates, and I have greatly enjoyed meeting 

many families at events throughout the term. 

Thank you for your continued support, and I 

look forward to strengthening these 

partnerships further in the year ahead. 

 

On behalf of all the staff at Combe Pafford 

School, I would like to wish every family a 

happy, peaceful and restful Christmas. I hope 

the festive period brings time together, joy and 

special memories for you all. 

 

We look forward to welcoming the children back 

to school on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 

 

With warmest wishes, 

 

Sally Banfield 

Headteacher 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the close of the Autumn term, it has 
been a real pleasure to reflect on the many wonderful 
moments and achievements that have taken place at 
Combe Pafford over the past few months. This 
newsletter captures just a snapshot of the rich 
experiences our children have enjoyed during what 
has been another busy and rewarding term. 
 
I continue to feel incredibly proud and privileged to 
serve as Headteacher of such a special school. Each 
day, I have the opportunity to see the dedication of 
our talented staff and the enthusiasm, curiosity and 
kindness of our amazing children. It is a joy to watch 
them grow, thrive and take pride in their learning. 
 
The articles within this newsletter highlight the wide 
range of opportunities our staff provide, both in 
everyday learning and through special events. At 
Combe Pafford, we place great importance on 
nurturing our values; compassion, resilience and 
respect. These values underpin our assemblies, 
classroom learning and daily interactions, and it has 
been wonderful to see how confidently the children 
demonstrate them across school life. 
 
There have been many memorable highlights this 
term, making it difficult to single out just a few. 
However, some particularly special moments for me 
included the lower school nativity, , the pantomime 
visit to the Princess Theatre yesterday, and our very 
own Combe Pafford pantomime performed so 
brilliantly this week. Alongside these, sporting 
events, school trips and everyday moments of 
achievement have made this term truly special. 
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Year 6 Engineering Adventures!  

This term, year 6 pupils have been busy exploring the fascinating world of strong shapes, why they are so 

important for strength and stability and how they are used in real-life structures like 

bridges. Pupils were then challenged to design and build their own strong structure.  Using thin strips of 

timber, they carefully formed triangles and rectangles, joining them together with hot glue guns (used 

safely and sensibly, of course!). They also learned how to handle a variety of cutting tools 

responsibly.  An important skill for any budding engineer.  Pupils developed their creativity by 

adding finishing touches to their designs before seeing how much weight their creations could 

hold, sometimes even pushing them to the point of destruction!  We are so proud of their compassion 

and respect to each other. Well done Year 6.  

Year 7: From Carpentry to Copper Creations!  

Year 7 have had a fantastic start to the year in the workshop! They began by making their own wooden 

signs, which gave them the perfect opportunity to learn basic carpentry skills and, most importantly, how 

to work safely with tools. Pupils have now taken on an exciting new challenge, creating wind chimes 

from copper piping! This project introduced them to plumbing tools and even gave them the chance to 

solder pipes together with a blow torch under careful supervision.  Along the way, pupils have started to 

explore what plumbers do, the kinds of jobs involved, and how heating and water systems work in our 

homes. Well done year 7 for your resilience enthusiasm and confidence.  

  

Year 8: Skills, Creativity, and Resilience!  

This term, Year 8 pupils have truly impressed us with their hard work and 

determination. They’ve explored a wide range of practical skills, including carpentry, painting, measuring, 

and planning. Throughout their work, year 8 have developed amazing resilience, learning how to stay 

focused and overcome challenges.  As part of their lessons, pupils have been thinking about their 

aspirations for the future: where they might want to live, dream holiday destinations, and the types of 

jobs they’d like to do, helping pupils connect their learning to real-life goals.  Pupils 

are currently working on designing and building their very own ‘Pucket’ game. Each pupil created a 

unique design and used a variety of skills to bring their ideas to life. We are so proud of their resilience in 

their work and their compassion and respect for others throughout their lessons. Well done, Year 8  

  

Year 9: Exploring Vocational Pathways  

Year 9 pupils have been taking part in rotations of our vocational subjects. This bespoke timetable gives 

every pupil the chance to experience at least four weeks in each of the option subjects available from 

Year 10. These sessions are a fantastic opportunity for pupils to discover new skills, explore different 

career pathways, and think about their future aspirations. By trying out a variety of subjects, they can 

make informed decisions about which options they’d like to pursue next year, choices that will help 

support their goals for life beyond school.  
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CHRISTMAS 
Let There Be Light was this year’s Christmas production 

written by Mr Stevens and directed by Mrs Calandro. The 
story was set in a fictional church called St Paffords and 

featured outstanding performances by Ellie Clarke as the 
vicar and Harry Dean as her church warden. Other notable 

contributors were Arthur Clarke as Farmer Fetlock and twin 
girls Katherine and Victoria Smith as baton twirling aliens. All 

the cast members thoroughly enjoyed their time on stage. 
The full cast list was: Ellie Clark, Harry Dean, Katherine 

Smith, Victoria Smith, Arthur Clark, Alfie Brown, Ava 
Gwilliam, Savannah Tarrant, Corina Fortune, Charlie Lawlor, 
Daisy Brown. Daisy Morgan, DJ Taylorson, Ozzi Seeley, Jacob 

Sonley, Callum Fenton. Sound Jack Slater, Lighting Steven 
Williams. 

Christmas Production 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  

What a wonderful Wednesday we had! Our Christmas Dinner was absolutely fantastic — we 

were truly spoilt by our amazing kitchen staff. From the delicious meal to the festive 

atmosphere, it really felt like Christmas had arrived early!  

And of course, Christmas Jumper Day brought plenty of colour, sparkle, and smiles across the 

school.  

Thank you to everyone who joined in the fun and helped make the day feel extra special.  
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That is an important reminder. The festive season can be challenging for many people for a variety 

of reasons, and it's essential to approach this time with kindness, compassion, and sensitivity.  

 

Here are some reasons why our children may find Christmas a particularly difficult time: 

· Sensory overwhelm 

· Change of routine 

· Complex family dynamics 

· Past Christmas-related trauma 

· End of term exhaustion 

 

Here are some of the risks: 

· Increase in domestic abuse 

· Loss of safe spaces 

· Heightened substance abuse 

· Unstructured, unpredictable routines 

· Overwhelm leading to behavioural outbursts 

For the full article including how to support young people over Christmas please click on this link: 

 

https://safetynetuk.org/%F0%9F%8E%84-supporting-children-and-

young-people-through-the-festive-season 

Food Banks/Community Larders/Baby Banks - Family 

HubFamily Hub 

 

SUPPORT 

https://safetynetuk.org/%F0%9F%8E%84-supporting-children-and-young-people-through-the-festive-season
https://safetynetuk.org/%F0%9F%8E%84-supporting-children-and-young-people-through-the-festive-season
https://torbayfamilyhub.org.uk/topic-category/food-banks-community-larders-baby-banks/
https://torbayfamilyhub.org.uk/topic-category/food-banks-community-larders-baby-banks/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we head towards the end of our first term, I would like to take the opportunity to remind you of our 

attendance procedures and the importance of excellent attendance. Excellent attendance really does make all the 

difference! The link between attendance and attainment in school is clear. The more a pupil is in school the more 

they increase their opportunity to fulfil their potential. We understand that there may be reasons why a 

child may need to be absent from school and we will support you and your child in every way we can.   We ask 

that as a parent/carer you keep us fully informed of any absences, in advance if possible, and reasons why so that 

we can put that support into place for you and your child.  Our ultimate goal is to ensure that your child has the 

best possible opportunity at school and that this is not disadvantaged by absences. 

 

If your child is going to be absent please inform the school as soon as possible by calling 01803 327902 between 
8.15am – 9.00am on the morning of absence, or before if possible.  
 
Pupils’ should be in their class at 8.45am for registration. Poor punctuality is not acceptable. If a child misses the 
start of the day they can miss work and do not spend time with their class teacher getting vital information and 
news for the day. Late arriving pupils also disrupt lessons, can be embarrassing for the child and can also 
encourage absence. Good time-keeping is a vital life skill which will help our children as they progress through 
their school life and out into the wider world. 

 

Any child arriving between 8.55am and 9am will be classed as late to school and receive a late mark in the register 
(unless they are travelling by School transport which arrives late.) 

Any child arriving after 9am will be late to their first lesson and will be classed as late after registers have closed 
and receive an unauthorised absence mark (unless they are travelling by School transport which arrives late.) 
This may mean that you could face the possibility of being issued with a Penalty Notice if the problem persists. We 

expect parents and staff to encourage good punctuality by being good role models to our children and celebrate 

good class and individual punctuality.  

 

All attendance is monitored closely and letters sent out on a regular basis to establish the reason for your child’s 

absence and to see what we can do to support you and your child. We will contact any pupils that are classed as 

Persistent Absentees, where attendance is less than 90%, by phone to offer help, support and guidance. 

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD ATTENDANCE 

Penalty notices 

Penalty Notices apply to students of statutory school age 
(which ends in Year 11). Aquinas and the Local Authority have 

agreed to use Penalty Notices for the following 
circumstances: 

• Penalty Notices may be issued where there has been 
unauthorised absence.  

• Parent/carers will receive a warning letter at least 10 
days prior to the issue of a Penalty Notice. 

• If the law continues to be broken around school 
attendance, the legal intervention process will be used. 

• The penalty for each parent/carer is £60 for each child if 
paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, rising to 
£120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days of receipt of 
the Notice. 

• Failure to ensure that the child attends school punctually 
and regularly could lead to legal action being taken 
against the respective parent/carer. This could result in 
each parent/carer receiving a fine of up to £2,500 for 
each time or up to 3 months’ imprisonment. 
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Merry Christmas from all at 

Combe Pafford School 


