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Dear Parents and Families,

Christmas Fayre

It is our wonderful Christmas fayre on Tuesday after school this week. Please come along to share this
special event with us. We will have lots of stalls, lovely cakes and food to try and of course a very
special Christmas guest will be making an appearance!

Winter Weather

We are definitely experiencing episodes of wintery weather, and the temperature in the southwest
has been unusually cold on some mornings. We always want our young people to be able to go outside
for breaktimes and they love this. Please can we ask they come to school with clothes for the weather
to keep them warm outside.

Absence
We know we have a lot of cold and flu symptoms in school at this time of year. If your child is unable

to attend school, please ring the absence line on 01803 327902 and leave a message or email
emails@combepafford.torbay.sch.uk to let us know. In doing this, it really helps our attendance team

and means they will not have to call you to check every day. Some parents are still using classcharts
which is leading to some unnecessary phone calls. Please can we ask you to use the absence line or
email.

Arbor

Currently 79% of parents have downloaded the app and are using it to its full potential. If you are still
yet to download the app and would like some assistance, please let us know. You only need your own



email address to do this. It will ask you for your own password for this, but the school will not see it—
this is just for you to log into the Arbor app.

Pantomime trip to the Princess Theatre —
It will be the 2"d year we have invited the whole school community to go to the Princess Theatre to

watch a professional pantomime. It is a wonderful day to spend with the children and last year
everyone had a fantastic time. This year we will be watching Sleeping Beauty on Tuesday 16%
December. We would like as many children as possible to be able to watch and the school is helping
by subsidising ticket prices to help with this. If you would like a place, you can pay for the ticket via the
Arbor app or alternatively, you can come into school to pay.

Christmas Brass Band Concert — 3" December 2025

Don’t forget to book your tickets for the Riviera Brass Band Christmas Concert being held at school on
Wednesday 3™ December at 7.30pm. This is a fantastic event for all the family and all proceeds from
the night are kindly being donated back to the school. Tickets are on sale through Arbor (Under Trips
— Christmas Concert) at £6 each. Please invite your family and friends — children go free but must be
accompanied by an adult. Light refreshments will be available on the night.

Dates for Christmas

A letter has been sent to parents today with a list of all the dates for our Christmas Events. If you
would like a paper copy of this letter, please let reception know and we will send a copy home with
your child.

The last day of school is Wednesday 17" December.



Support and Information for Families

Please find below support and other opportunities for you and your family.
Bay of Lights Opening Night

& 4 TheBay of Lights Opening Night - THIS Friday 28th November 2025
Join us for an unforgettable evening packed with lights, music, and celebrations across Torquay.

# Ilumination Trail
Wander through the magical lllumination Trail from 4:30pm, with sound elements until 9:30pm
and lighting displays glowing on until 11pm.

4J Live Music from The Banjo Stage
o 5:30pm - Razzamatazz
o 6:30pm —Harbour

@ The Strand Light Switch-On
7:15pm, led by Civic Mayor Cllr Barbara Lewis

%] Fireworks Display - 8pm
Fireworks launched from Haldon Pier

§%) Best viewing spots: The Banjo & Princess Gardens

Y @ Make a night of it!
Soak up the vibrant atmosphere and enjoy a drink or dinner at one of the fantastic bars and
restaurants around Torquay. We advise around 6-6.30pm.

@ Proudly funded by: ERBID Co, TIBO, TTCP & Torbay Council
A note for parents and carers:
Oursincere apologiesfor the late fireworks start time. Thiswas a last-minute addition to the final

schedule, but it does offer a perfect opportunity to enjoy an early family dinner and support local
businesses before heading to the big event.

4 Don’t forget: Pick up a free light stick for the kids from the Otto Bandstand!



From Twenty1 & Otto Team



Keeping your children safe online

The focus this week is on Youtube and how you can keep your young people safe online when they are

using it. If you would like a PDF version of this poster, please let us know and we will be happy to

forward this on.

daef It (s now

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

» YOUTUBE

a video-sharing social media platform that allows billions of people around the world to watch,

YouTube is

>

share and uplad their own videos with a vast range of content — including sport, entertainment,

education and lots more. It"

a superb space for people to consume content that theyre

interested in. As a result, this astronomically popular platform has had a huge social
Iimpact: influencing online culture on a global scale and creating new celebrities.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

YouTube is free and can be accessed
via numMeraus devices, even without
creating o YouTube account. Someo

ontent is flagged as ‘age-restricted’
?uquulng the user 1o be logged into an
account with a verified age of 18). but
<hnorcn can still view some miidly

propriate moterial, This con mclod«

pro anity and vieknce, which soms
young users may find upsetting.

CONNECT WITH STRANGERS

YouTube Is a soclal medéa platform
which allows people to interact with
other (uavally unknown) users. Account
holders can laave comments on any
video they have Gocoss to, as well as
meszoging other users mrccil‘y
Connecting with strangers online, of
course, con potential ly lead to children
being ex nod to adult languoge, to
cybuarbully and even to encountering
anline pmdﬂ ors.

—ATT | L

SUGGESTED CONTENT

YouTube recommands videos related to
whaot the user has Frnmully watched on
their account. aiming to provide content
that will intersst them. ¥ % intended to

| be helpful but can alse kod to

o-watching and the risk of scroen
ction, especially if ‘outo-play” is
activated, Users without an account are
shown p lar videos trom the last 24 2
hours, which might not always bo -
uitable for children

Content creators con olso be put ot
r-:k - u;pmollv young ones who tr
" "M esence 2D o
Py poisibla * Croatin ng and up |oo¢dn9
content exposes children to potential
harassment and toxicity from the
ommaents section, along with the
possibllity of direct messaging from
strongers. Videos posted public
wotched by anyone in the world

TRENDS AND CHALLENGES

YouTube is teaming with trends,
ohallenges and memes that are fun to
waotch and join in with. Children often find
thes

many others

harm ch-larcn through efther watching or
inful “salt and ice

hich can cause injuries very
qulcklv. ls |uul one of many such

oxumv.
SNEAKY SCAMMERS .\

Popular YouTube channels regularly haove
sCOMMErs posing o8 a wel I-known
inluencer in the comments section,
ottempt| to lure users into clioking on
their phishing links, Scommers
iMmpersonate YouTubers by adophng
narmes and profile images, an
sometimes offer cash gifts or ‘got rich
Tnck schemes. Children not realise
hat these Users are not who they claim

#L_—“
Adwce (—‘or Parents & Carers

APPLY RESTRICTED MODE

Restricted Mode s an optional setting that
prevents YouTube from showim
content (such as drug and olc
violence and sexual s luunonx?
wwars. 16 pravent your child from ehanc ng
across age-inoppropriote content on the
glunorm we would recommend enabling
estricted Mode on each device thot your
child uses te access YouTul

CHECK OTHER PLATFORMS

<
.

Influenticl content creators usual ly have =,
other social media acceunts which the
encourage thoir fans to follow. Having an open
discussion about this with your child makes it
easier to find out how sises they mngh
following a particular craater online, It alss
opens up avenues for you to check out that
oreators other channels to see what type of
content your child is being exposed to
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Urars of this gulde do £o at thelr swn discration. No Bobil

TRY GOOGLE FAMILV

Craating a Goagle family account allows

you to monitor what your child is watching, ,’
uploading and sharing with other users. It

will also display their recently watched videos,
suarches and recommended videss. In general, o
Google Family account gives you an o ht o!
how your child is using sites like VouYuoe aﬂd
helps you ensure they are only accessing
eppropricte content.

MONITOR ENGAGEMENT

YouTube is the online viewing platform of

chaice for billions of people, Mmany of them

children. Younger childran will watch

difforent content to older ones, of course, and

react to content differently. You may wont to

an eye on how your child interocts with

ent on YouTube — and, if opplicable, with {

content creators — to understand the l‘ypt'

of videos they ore interested in

nlinesafety

n [NatonalonlineSafety

iz antared into, Cusrent as of the dote of relsare: 26.01.3023

CHECK PRNACY SETTINGS

YouTube gives users the option of uploadmg
wideos as 'private’ or ‘unlisted’ — 5o they could
be shared exclusively with wmuy and frisnds,
for mple. Commants on videos can alse be
dlsuhlo-d and ahannels thot your child is
sub'cvlbed to can be hidden. If your child is only
lln? videos that are protected as ‘privots’,

mny are far less likely 1o receive direct

ss0ges from strangers.

Although YouTube is free, it does offer some
in-app purchoses: users can rent and buy TV
shows and movies to watch, for example. If -
you're not comfortable with your chil
purchasing content online, limit their access to

uv Bank cards end online payment methods.
jmmnu have discovered to their cost that
ach id happily devouring o pald-for sories
quickly leads to an unexpected billt

National

Online

Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday

@natio




Remember that all letters that are sent out are also available on the school website in a dedicated
place for easy navigation. The link for this page is here: Combe Pafford School - Letters to Parents

| hope you enjoy a lovely weekend with your friends and family.

My best wishes

Bl

Sally Banfield
Headteacher



NOVEMBER 2025

25th KS2 Swimming
25th Community Consultation with Reps from the Local Authority (in person) 9.00am
28th Year 7 Swimming

DECEMBER 2025
1st Non Uniform Day (Bring Raffle Prizes and Donations for Christmas Fayre)
2nd Christmas Fayre from 3.30pm
3 Riviera Brass Concert
10t Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch
10t Christmas Nativity at St Mary the Virgin Church, St Marychurch at 11.15am
11t Rocksteady Christmas Concert
12t Sixth Form Christmas Lunch at the Willow Tree
15t School Christmas Nativity
16t Christmas Panto at Princess Theatre
17th Silent Disco - Lower and Middle School — AM / Upper School - PM
LAST DAY OF TERM

JANURY 2026

5th INSET DAY

6" CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL



