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14" November 2025
Dear Parents and Families,

Consultation

As you all know, the Local Authority has asked the school to work towards becoming a school for young
people with autism. | am extremely grateful to everyone who has contacted me to ask questions and
express their thoughts and views. Throughout the period of consultation, this can be done via this
email address: Enquiriescps@combepafford.torbay.sch.uk.

You can also find additional information on the consultation page on our website here:
Combe Pafford School - Consultation

| do understand that for some parents and families this proposed change is worrying, and | hope that
by reaching out to me, | will be able to answer every question personally. If you do email in, please be
assured that | will contact you within 24 working hours.

The decision to stop placing children with MLD at Combe Pafford is one that sits with the LA and is not
under the control of the school. The most important job for me, as your Headteacher, is to ensure that
the school continues to be as brilliant moving forward as it has always been, serving the community of
Torbay.

| have received several questions about the 4 areas below, and itis important to say again that for our
existing your person;

- The curriculum offer will not change
- The vocational offer will not change
- Every young person will stay at Combe Pafford until the end of Year 11 and



- The LA has confirmed that the process we currently have for moving into the 6t form, will not
change. This means every young person will have the same opportunity that they have now to
move into our 6" form. I know this has been a question from many of you and | am very pleased
to share this.

Currently our school has places for 244 young people. As | have already shared, the LA have told me
they will no longer place students will MLD at Combe Pafford. They have however confirmed that by
moving into the period of change our numbers will remain as they are now, which will allow Combe
Pafford to continue to be amazing for many decades to come.

Dates:

Tuesday 18t November at 3.30pm (Parent Consultation Queries at Combe Pafford)

Thursday 20t November at 5.00pm (School Leadership, LA and Special Partnership Trust on Teams)
Tuesday 25™ November at 9.00am (Representatives from the Local Authority at Combe Pafford)

Dates for Christmas

As you will be aware, Christmas is fast approaching, and we have lots of exciting things going on next
month. See below a list of dates to get excited about:

Monday 1%t December - Non Uniform Day - please bring Donations/Raffle Prizes for Christmas Fayre

Tuesday 24 December — Christmas Fayre 3.30pm - 5.15pm

Wednesday 3rd December — Riviera Brass Concert at 7.30pm (£6 per ticket — children free)

The Riviera Band are holding their annual Christmas concert in school this year. They will be very
generously donating the proceeds of the event to the school. If you would like to purchase a ticket,
please do this on Arbor under “Trips- Christmas Concert” where you can pay for tickets (£6 multiples).

Wednesday 10t December - Nativity at St Mary the Virgin Church, St Marychurch — 11.15am start

Wednesday 10th December — Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch

The Christmas lunch at Combe Pafford is without doubt the best | have eaten in any other school. We
are very much looking forward to another wonderful feast. It is always lovely for our young people to
wear a Christmasjumper if they have one on this day. Please do not feel that this is essential, however,
as they can be expensive, and | know that there is a lot of financial pressure on everyone at this time
of year. A piece of tinsel or another Christmas decoration is perfectly fine. It is the day of the
Headteacher ‘elf’ outfit, which | always look forward to.



Thursday 11th December — Rocksteady Christmas Concert at 2.00pm
If your child is part of a Rock Steady group, please do come along for the festive concert.

Friday 12th December — Sixth Form Christmas Lunch at the Willow Tree
Information for this will come out via the 6t form team.

Monday 15t December — School Christmas Nativity

This will begin at 2pm for parents and families of children in the nativity.

Tuesday 16th December — Christmas Pantomime at Princess Theatre at 10.30am.

All transport will be arranged from school. A letter has been sent out today in relation to this, and
payments can be made on Arbor for the contribution of £8.50. The school is subsidising the rest.

Wednesday 17th December — Silent Disco for Lower and Middle (AM) and Upper (PM) - Please bring
in party clothes for your child to wear at the disco.

The last day of school is Wednesday 17t December.

Facebook and Instagram

You will be aware that following feedback from many of you, we have launched school Facebook and
Instagram pages. We will share news from school and events with you all and hope that this is another
way that communication and sharing of information has been improved. | am grateful to everyone
who requested this and am grateful to Mr Slingsby for leading this work in school.

Facebook link is: https://www.facebook.com/combepaffordschool




Support and Information for Families

Please find below support and other opportunities for you and your family.

Trinity School, Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 8LY

U9s and U10s | 6.30-7.30pm | £6.00 per session
UTls and U12s | 7.30-8.30pm | £6.00 per session

6th NOVEMBER TO 18™ DECEMBER 2025

TO BOOK YOUR TRIAL, SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT:
U9s AND U10S

https://torquay-united-cst.classforkids.io/info/866

UT1S AND U12S
https://torquay-united-cst.classforkids.io/info/867

TUCST are pleased to announce that their Development Centre's are
returning!

The sessions take place on a Thursday evening at the amazing facility over
in Teignmouth at Trinity School on the AstroTurf. All sessions will
include high levels of detail and technical information given by TUCST
coaching staff, these sessions can act as a feeder into their Academy

Teams.

Details are as follows: -
Venue: Trinity School, Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon, TQ14 LY

Price: £6.00 per session
Online Booking Link: https://torquay-united-cst.classforkids.io

U9s and U10s
Time: 6.30to0 7.30

U1ls and U12s
Time 7.30t0 8.30

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to
email admin@tucst.co.uk.




Keeping your children safe online
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Remember that all letters that are sent out are also available on the school website in a dedicated

place for easy navigation. The link for this page is here: Combe Pafford School - Letters to Parents




| hope by the time this newsletter reaches you the rain has started to ease off, and we all enjoy some
better weather for the weekend. We look forward to seeing the children again on Monday

My best wishes

Bl

Sally Banfield
Headteacher



NOVEMBER 2025

W/C 17th Year 11 Work Experience Week 1
18th Parents and Families Consultation (in person) 3.30pm
18th KS2 Swimming
20th Community Consultation with School Leadership Team (Teams) 5.00pm
21st Children in Need
21st Year 7 Swimming
W/C 24th Year 11 Mock Week
25th KS2 Swimming
25th Community Consultation with Reps from the Local Authority (in person) 9.00am
28th Year 7 Swimming
DECEMBER 2025
15t Non Uniform Day (Bring Raffle Prizes and Donations for Christmas Fayre)
2nd Christmas Fayre from 3.30pm
3 Riviera Brass Concert
10t Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch
10t Christmas Nativity at St Mary the Virgin Church, St Marychurch at 11.15am
11t Rocksteady Christmas Concert
12t Sixth Form Christmas Lunch at the Willow Tree
15t School Christmas Nativity
16t Christmas Panto at Princess Theatre
17th Silent Disco - Lower and Middle School — AM / Upper School - PM
LAST DAY OF TERM

JANURY 2026



5t INSET DAY
6t CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL



