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As you can see when you read this 
newsletter, it has been an extremely busy 
term. With the restrictions of COVID now 
behind us (hopefully), we have once again 
been able to plan and undertake visits and 
activities and go away on residential 
experiences. Work experience and work 
placements are now back up and running - 
although sadly some of the employers we 
have used in the past are either no longer 
able to help due to staff shortages or they 
have had to close ς and the curriculum we 
have been able to offer this term has a more 
normal look about it. 
There are many highlights, one I want to 
specifically mention, is Ten Tors where 
traditionally we have always entered teams 
over the past 30 odd years and I was 
delighted that we did so again this year and 
many congratulations to those who 
completed the course, most pupils were 
going for their Bronze Medal, their first 
event, hopefully they will continue in the 
coming years and achieve their Silver and 
Gold. 
Building works which had been delayed have 
now been completed (Horticultural Base) or 
have beenre-scheduled to take place during 
the summer holidays (Junior boys toilet 
refurbishment/Construction centre 
extension). 
I was particularly pleased to welcome into 
school Mr Vernon Jeffery and his son Simon 
to officially open the new horticultural 
facilities. Vernon was a teacher at CPS for 20 
years until he retired in 1995, I remember he 
had two passions outside of teaching, one 
was running, and the other was horticultural 
and Vernon ran the gardening club here for 
many years, so it is very fitting he had the job 
of cutting the ribbon. Simon, his son, who 
runs Winners 2000 has been a consistent 
fund raiser for us over many years raising 
thousands of pounds and it was nice to repay 
his kindness with this small gesture. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again, I need to thank the staff, it has 
been a very strange couple of years for 
everyone, the stresses and strains of Covid 
have been felt by everyone, but I am 
extremely grateful that the commitment 
shown by everyone has been first class, I wish 
them all a very happy holiday!! 
We held our Year 11 Leavers Presentation 
Evening at the Spanish Barn in Torquay, we 
said goodbye to the Year 11 pupils leaving us, 
as well as two long serving members of staff. 
Ms Monnington who has been with us 
teaching English for 18 years, during which 
time she has also led the Upper School and 
opened our sixth form. Ben Dowell, our 
deputy head has been here for 10 years and 
has been a real strength and totally 
committed to making the school as good as it 
can be. We all wish them the very best of luck 
in the future and they take with them our very 
sincere thanks. 
I hope you all have a very enjoyable summer 
break.                         
 
 Mike Lock 

 



Some of 4N, 5P and 5R went to Warren Barn in Cockington for a two night residential. Some of the activities we 

completed were den building, fire lighting and meadow sweeping with a Cockington park ranger called Chris. We had 

lots of walks deep into the woods and even a bat walk at dusk! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were lucky that Jenny, the cook, supplied us with hot meals and packed lunches. We had a hot chocolate 

evening, stories and bedtime! The children slept amazingly unlike the adults!!! 

 

  

 

 



There is currently a project in Torbay for six schools to create 6 

pieces of mosaic work on the former doors of Debenhams on the 

Strand in Torquay, with each school doing a different mosaic.  

 

 

 

 

We were fortunate to have been selected as one of these 

schools so Miss Evans and the pupils of 6E were provided 

with a large board, numerous broken coloured tiles and a tub 

of grout to produce a unique mosaic for this display.   

 

 

 

 

They worked tirelessly to produce a stunning depiction of 

the English Riviera with a beautiful palm tree. Not only is 

this a representation of the English Riviera but it is also the 

emblem of Combe Pafford School. 

As you can see from the picturŜ aƛǎǎ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ с9 ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

mosaics of the other schools as part of the display on the Strand when they are erected in the Autumn. 





 

To celebrate the end of Key Stage Two all the 

¸ŜŀǊ сΩǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅ 

before they move into Year 7 in September. 

The day was jam packed with all sorts of 

different activities. The best part of the day 

was the water balloon fight. Although the 

water fight was over in a matter of minutes, 

the children took great delight in getting the 

adults soaked.  

Once they dried off, we headed to the salon where the glam team (who know so many Lower School adults had such 

a variety of talents to help in this process) worked their magic on hair and nails.  

After all that beautifying, they headed to a special presentation where parents and carers were invited to share all 

their success and receive a personalised gift and certificate. It was lovely day and something the next ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¸ŜŀǊ сΩǎ 

should be looking forward to. 

A huge thank you to Miss Evans for all the amazing work she did to prepare such a super event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7M have really enjoyed 

completing their Science Crest 

Award Challenges this half term. 

They have completed a wide 

range of challenges such as 

building bird nests, making and 

testing boats, the Pineapple jelly 

investigation and Who can build 

the best discus? 

They showed great teamwork 

and imagination - well done 7M! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



- There has been lots of focus in music this term on singing and developing rhythm skills. 

Have a look at what some pupils have been up...

Ocarinas ς 4N 

Pupils in 4N have been singing a range of songs about food including nursery rhymes and 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

the ocarina. They have become more confident at creating different notes and are 

starting to perform simple melodies as a group. Well done 4N! 

Sea Shanties ς 5P and 5R 

Pupils in 5R and 5P have been exploring action songs and developing their rhythm 

skills through performing sea shanties this term.  

In 5R they have learnt to perform shanties such as Drunken Sailor and Chicken on a 

raft. TƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƴƎǎΣ ά! {ŀƛƭƻǊ ²Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ {ŜŀΣ ǎŜŀΣ ǎŜŀΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ 

have really enjoyed performing and singing unaccompanied and are becoming more 

confident using their voices, which is great to hear ς some pupils in 5R even sang in assembly! 

 

Junk Music ς 6E 

In 6E pupils have been learning songs as part of the Exeter Chorister outreach programme 

and developing their rhythm skills through the use of junk instruments. They have really 

enjoyed learning to perform The Cup Song.  

 

Guitars ς 7D 

In Year 7, pupils have been learning to play guitar. All pupils have 

experienced learning songs on one string, open strings and individual recording. Last half 

term they wrote soundscape pieces related to rivers and water. This involved band leading 

like a conductor and recording using professional recording equipment. They should be 

really proud of the music they recorded. 

 

Outstanding performers in Lower school this term: 

Musicians of the term are Preston Beer and Callum Waite for a great work ethic and dedication to music! A special 

mention also needs to go to Ava Gwilliam for performing at Exeter Cathedral this term as part of the choristers 

outreach programme.  

DJ skills ς Year 9    

Year 9 pupils have been developing their music mixing skills this term using 

soundboards and IT apps to support them. They have created some excellent music on 

Incredibox and are starting to manipulate recorded sounds to create their own tracks.   

Songs of the Trenches ς Year 8 

Pupils in Year 8 have been heard around the school this term singing songs from WW1 such as Keep the home fires 

ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ¢ƛǇǇŜǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ tŀŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ƴǳƭǘƛǘŀǎƪ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ 

marching and playing instruments. Some classes have even performed two songs at once with one group singing 

tŀŎƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƴƎǎ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ¢ƛǇǇŜǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘ 

ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ their achievements 

this term.  

Outstanding performers in Middle school this term: 

Hunter in 9A and Santiago in 9S for their amazing We Will Rock You performances.  

Olivia in 9K for continuing to develop her singing and performing in our whole school Sing Up Day assembly.  



Exeter Cathedral Chorister Outreach Programme 

Director of Music, Andrew Downton from Exeter Cathedral 

worked with some pupils in Lower School on their singing as 

part of the Exeter Cathedral chorister outreach programme. 

This involved several singing workshops and also a visit from 

the Exeter Cathedral Choristers. This was a fantastic 

opportunity for pupils to hear others their age singing to a 

high standard. Pupils were then offered the chance to sing 

with the Cathedral Choristers at Exeter Cathedral and I am 

proud to say Ava Gwilliam from 7W took up this opportunity. 

This was the first time this outreach programme has taken 

place in Torbay and we look forward to more opportunities 

with Exeter Cathedral in the future.                                                                                                              

Devon and Torbay new Devon Youth Choir.  Ava performing at Exeter Cathedral with the Exeter Choristers. 

Devon and Torbay Music Education Hubs are launching a pilot programme as part of the new Choral Development 

Scheme for Secondary phase young people in Devon and Torbay, with the ultimate aim of establishing a Hub youth 

choir. As part of this some of our pupils took part in a choral workshop led by vocal animateurs Anthony 

Chamberlain and Dr Elfyn Jones, who between them have a wealth of experience leading young ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ singing. 

Pupils engaged well and the feedback was that we have many pupils here who could join the new Hub youth choir! 

 

Moor to Sea Music Collective https://moortoseamusic.org.uk/  

Year 10 pupils took part in group workshops to create musical compositions with musicians from Moor to Sea 

Collective. The pupils enjoyed working with the musicians to create their own melodies and explore emotions 

through music. Some of their musical ideas will be used as part of a performance by professional musicians at 

Dartington over the summer.  

Live Music Now Summer concert with Alex and Harriet. 

Musicians Harriet Riley and Alex Garden performed for pupils on vibraphone and fiddle, 

performing traditional folk, minimalism and jazz as well as their own music. The 

performance involved elements of storytelling that pupils joined in with, using their 

voices and instruments. They particularly enjoyed recreating the sound of the wind 

with their voices. Pupils left the music session feeling happy, calm and ready for the 

rest of the day.  

Taiko Journey 

Musicians, Hannah and Will from Taiko Journey performed for pupils as part 

of an outdoor performance visit. They shared how drumming is an important 

part of Japanese culture and some 

of the words, sounds and actions 

used during the performance. 

Pupils listened really well and 

joined in with some of the actions 

and sounds. They told me 

afterwards they would like to have 

Taiko journey return in the 

Autumn term for some workshops so they can have a go themselves!  

 

https://moortoseamusic.org.uk/


 

 

Sing Up Day 2022 

This year we celebrated Sing Up Day with a whole school assembly. Pupils joined in with the vocal warm up Boom 

Chikka Boom with individuals taking it in turns to lead the whole school. Mr Dowall then accompanied pupils on the 

guitar with them singing Shotgun by George Ezra. This was popular with pupils and they all enjoyed singing as a 

group. Pupils in 5R then sang A Sailor Went to Sea Sea Sea performed with actions, followed by the whole school 

singing What Shall We Do With the Drunken Sailor?  There were pre-recorded performances from Brandon, James 

and Liam in 8C, followed by pupils in 8B.  

Next, pupils heard about the ongoing Live Music Now 

project that has taken place with Elly and Stu 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ 

mental health and help them thrive.  

This was followed by some solo performances from 

pupils in 9K including Olivƛŀ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ WŀƳŜǎ .ŀȅΩǎ [Ŝǘ Lǘ 

Go.  

The Sing Up Day Assembly ended with a reminder for 

pupils and staff to sing throughout the day and Take2 

minutes in each lesson to sing.  

The final song was a performance of We Will Rock 

You with pupils who wanted to, able to come to the 

front and sing for others on the microphone. There 

was a crowd of pupils who came forward and it was 

great to see the enthusiasm for singing that everyone had.  

Well done Combe Pafford! 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like your child to get involved in local music activities outside of school, 

please visit the link below to find out more information about events and groups. 

www.musiceducationhub.org/site/young-people/making-music-in-your-area/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.musiceducationhub.org/site/young-people/making-music-in-your-area/


 

 

 

 

hǳǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ά²²м ς How do we know what really 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ уt ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²²м ǿŀǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ¢orquay. Pupils explored the 

memorial and looked at the names of local soldiers who died during the war. We took poppies we had made out of 

recycled plastic with us and added the names of soldiers to them from the memorials to bring back to school. Pupils 

then researched and found out more about the local soldiers back in the classroom.  

 

 

Pupils created a class display of a WW1 trench with Marian 

drawing the WW1 soldier you can see here ς well done Marian! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marian also created a fantastic picturŜ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ŀŘȅ 5ƛŀƴŀΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ WǳōƛƭŜŜ 

celebrations.  

What amazing artistic talent we have in 8P! 

  



 

 

 

Pupils were very proud of the food they created and how they presented it for others to eat. 

 

As part of Lifeskills lessons with Mrs McVeigh pupils have been 

learning about leisure activities in our local area and safe 

behaviour in the community. They have also been learning about 

manners and conversation starters.  

To practise these skills pupils visited The Clipper café in Shaldon 

and practised ordering their food ς they had a great time, 

especially Dom! 

 

 



   

This year, our 5 Year 7 classes braved a six hour road trip to LLain Activity Centre in 

Wales. This was the first residential trip at Combe Pafford for many pupils and 

staff, as the two previous years have been cancelled due to Covid-19. The schedule 

was jam packed with trips to local beaches and parks, kayaking and paddle 

boarding, ziplining and climbing the rock wall, competing in the mud run, going on 

a high ropes course, participating in archery and team building activities. Nights 

were spent playing games of football, tag, and cricket, before a cup of hot 

chocolate and some board games. While the adults were very competitive and 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΗ 

Throughout the week, the classes were mixed, which meant children got the 

chance to build new friendships with other pupils and also staff. Some highlights 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ ǘƘŜ ȊƛǇ ƭƛƴŜΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ǌƻŀǎǘ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ǿŀƭƭΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

the disco dance, and hearing the incredible singing voices of the Year 7 staff members!  

Two things that stood out to all of the adults from our residential was the resiliency all pupils displayed, and the 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǌesidential, as they were trying many 

things that seemed daunting and out of their comfort zone. But, they all tried their best, and took many leaps of 

faith, which definitely paid off. Everyone was so proud of themselves at the end of the week for doing all that they 

did. It was also lovely to see how supportive and friendly everyone was. There was such a feeling of positivity and 

inclusion present during our residential, which has since carried on for 

the rest of the school year. On behalf of all Year 7 adults, thank you so 

much to everyone who came with us, and we look forward to our next 

residential with you  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

8N and the pupils of the term had a fantastic reward trip to 

AMF bowling. The pupils demonstrated exactly why they 

earned the right to be there with amazing behaviour, great 

teamwork and wonderful encouragement to one another when 

the bowling didn't quite go to plan! Many of them had great 

success with their bowling and with some perseverance and a 

little bit of coaching the y all scored well. The game was very 

close right until the end!  

 

After bowling, we had a 

delicious meal from a varied 

menu! Again, we could not 

have been prouder of our 

wonderful pupils. They sat 

beautifully, were incredibly polite to the AMF staff and le ft the 

restaurant looking as tidy as it was when we arrived.  

 

What a wonderful way to celebrate success and show off how 

amazing the pupils at Combe Pafford are!   
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Many thanks to all of you who took the time to complete the Parent and Carer questionnaire that was sent to you recently. 

We really appreciate your feedback and we would like you to know that we take your responses seriously and will make sure 

we act on them. On the whole, your feedback was very positive and we were very encouraged to see so many of you were 

satisfied with the provision we offer your child. We had some wonderful comments made which made us very pleased to 

read. As always, there are areas to improve and a couple of things that have been brought to our attention in the 

questionnaire are as follows;  

 

мΦ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 

your child will be learning  

 

2. Sharing the range of clubs and activities that are available to your child at lunchtimes and break times  

 

3. Introducing a new online payment system for school meals, trips and uniform.  

 

We will endeavour to act on these from September and we are pleased to announce that we will be introducing a new 

ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨtŀǊŜƴǘ tŀȅΩΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎƻƻƴΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ 

who took the time to complete the questionnaire, we do really appreciate it and I hope you all have a wonderful summer.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Davey (Assistant Head) 



In May, 8C travelled to Stonehenge to gain 
historical learning about the site.  Using this 
we compared it to what new findings about 
the area and realised that it was actually 
much bigger than previously thought and 
that the stones were taken from a different 
place in Wales than first thought, the stones are actually second hand and 
where at a different site in Wales. 
  
The Jubilee was an epic day! It was so 
warm and so much fun, singing and 
dancing. The children in 8C loved the party 
theme which we continued on into the 
afternoon! The royal wedding took place 

for us during that week as we commemorated Prince Charles & Lady Diana 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ ! ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǊŜ-ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ¸ŜŀǊ уΧ 
  
In June we all re-ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ tŀǳƭǘƻƴǎ tŀǊƪ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǎ 
during our residential trip. We went for a day it was a long way BUT we enjoyed 
every minute of the day. The pupils had so much fun and some had their first go 
on roller coasters and loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During the Summer Term, Year 8 have been learning about 

leisure activities within our local area. We looked at the 

costs involved in visiting some of our popular tourist 

attractions and then identified activities that were either 

free or low cost. We have been very fortunate to have 

visited several local attractions during our double lesson 

each week, including: Decoy, Watcombe Beach, Torbay 

Harbour and the Clipper Café in Shaldon.  

The children demonstrated excellent behaviour and 

awareness of the opportunities available to them in 

Torbay and the surrounding areas. I hope our visits inspire them to encourage some family activities during the 

Summer Holidays.  

     

[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘƭȅ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΣ ΨaƛŘŘƭŜ 

School End of Term Summer QuizΩΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ 

the fun times we had experienced over the past 

year, wished Mr Abbott (one of our amazing LSAs) 

luck with his teacher training next year and 

rewarded the pupils that have demonstrated 

consistently outstanding behaviour or have made outstanding progress towards their individual targets.  

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ aǊ !ōōƻǘǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ .ǊƛǘƴŜȅ {ǇŜŀǊǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜΧ ¢ƘŜ tǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǎǎ 

of the Term were rewarded with certificates, a voucher and trip to AMF Bowling.  

Well done to the Class of the Term: 8N 

Well done to Pupils of the Term: Connor Gooding, Sam Kelly, Olivia Osborne, Billy Owens, Kate-Lynn McFadden, Lucy Newton 

and Callum Porter.  

Good luck to Mr Abbott with your teacher training- You will be missed!  



 

During the final week of the Spring Term, 63 pupils travelled to Portsmouth for our first residential post Covid restrictions. Year 8 

and 9 combined for one of the biggest residential groups the school has ever run and we had a blast.  

Our residential itinerary started with a trip to the Historic 

Dockyard in Portsmouth and pupils were able to explore a ship 

of their choice: The Mary Rose, HMS Victory or HMS Warrior 

1860.  These ships dwarfed us and the pupils were well 

impressed with the interactivity of the exhibits. We then 

headed to our accommodation, Fort Purbrook Activity Centre.  

During our stay at Fort Purbrook, we took part in daily activities 

including: Laser Tag, Archery, an Assault Course, Bush Craft and 

Team Building skills. The children thoroughly enjoyed the activity sessions and were usually well 

exhausted by bedtime! 

We visited the D-Day Story Museum and were blown away by the 

size and detail of the tapestry displayed. We were also excited to find out that the first two 

panels had been designed by an artist working in Torquay!  

We had a guided tour and workshop led by the education team at the Sea City Museum in 

Southampton. Year 9 pupils were able to apply their knowledge of the Titanic and participated 

very well in the workshop, applying their knowledge learnt in school.  

Our final day consisted of a visit to Paultons Park. 

Unfortunately, high winds meant that many 

rollercoasters were shut for safety reasons. We 

still had an amazing time and were delighted 

when they agreed to a free return visit in the 

Summer Term. Year 8s returned on the 20th June 

and Year 9s returned on the 27th June.  

I would like to thank the staff team that worked tirelessly during our time away 

and the parents that supported the trip, sending in payments and ensuring 

pupils were well packed and prepared for all weathers. The biggest thanks 

though goes to the pupils. All pupils behaved incredibly well and managed the 

change of environment and time away from the family home very successfully. We had no problems whilst away and were really 

impressed by the level of independence demonstrated.  

  

     



  

Monday 4th July ς Thursday 7th July 

Mr Davey, Mr Wallace, Mrs Kelly, Mr Stevens and Mrs 

Runciman took 19 year 10 pupils to London for their 4-day 

residential and the trip was a great success. 

The trip started with a visit to Warner Brother Studios, 

Harry Potter World and the children were amazed with 

the special effects used to make the movies. We then 

travelled into central London to book into our hostel and 

we were very pleased with the rooms and the service we 

received there.  Tuesday morning was an early start as we headed off to the London Dungeons which was a terrifying 

experience but everyone really enjoyed it. We then embarked on the London Eye and enjoyed the stunning views 

across London. After that we went on a River Thames Cruise boat and had a guided tour of the main sites along the 

banks of this famous river.  On Wednesday we experienced the Changing of the Guards at Buckingham Palace and 

then ventured into central London for a cooling drink at Trafalgar Square. Then we pushed onto Leicester Square and 

had our lunch at the centre of the entertainment there and also went to Covent Garden and Downing Street before a 

tasty Chinese dinner in China Town.  Later that evening we got the tube to the Olympic Park and then spent an hour 

shopping at the Westfield Shopping Centre before having a ride on the Emirates Cable Cars which takes you on a 

high ride across the river Thames.  Then back to the hostel to pack our bags for an early departure the next morning. 

The trip was an amazing experience for all of the children and they all really enjoyed the visit to our capital city.  

 



 

Well when I received a 9pm phone call from Mr Lock on 

Wednesday evening, I was a bit confused on what it could be 

about. When he told me that I need to come in smartly 

dressed and I would be heading to meet Prince Charles and 

Camila I have to admit I thought it was a prank! However by 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ L ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ I 

ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ у ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊ сΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ 

experience meeting royalty. There was a lot of waiting but it 

was well worth it when got to chat with Prince Charles and 

Camila. They asked about our school and Daisy even got a 

compliment from Camila about her necklace. What a day to 

remember.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

The following pupils took part in a school 

football match against The Greater Horseshoe 

School on our astro turf; 

¶ Leo Gilley-Sweet 

¶ Riley Parsons 

¶ McKenzie Hassanein 

¶ Oliver Boyne (captain) 

¶ Keegan Gagg 

¶ Keiran Major 

¶ Liam Semak 

¶ Brandon Kendall  

¶ Dominic Murray  

¶ Sam Kelly 
 

It was a hard-fought match which could have 

gone either way and towards the end our boys were losing 4-2 but goals from captain Oliver Boyne and Leo Gilley-

Sweet brought the score to 4-п ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ finished.  Keegan Gagg showed great skill in 

midfield and linked up well with McKenzie Hassanein and the two strikers Leo and Oliver.  

All the boys worked really hard in the heat and the game was played in great spirits and fair play with fist pumps and 

three cheers at the end.  They definitely earnt their ice lollies. 

 

Hospitality & Catering Pathway group enjoyed a day at Devon County Show for their inspirational trip. None of the 

students or staff had visited the show before and we were all surprised at how large the event is!  

Sixth form students had a fantastic day sampling local food products, visiting a large array of stands, ranging from 

local cheese producers, artisan chocolate makers, Greek Gyros, numerous Street food, lemonade stand and a live 

cooking demonstration. 

Of course, food wasn't the only attraction and being primarily an agricultural show, whereby farmers showcased 

their livestock and numerous dealers selling agricultural vehicles and equipment, also lots of hot tubs on sale! There 

was even a dog display demonstration and a fayre. 

The pupils really enjoyed the atmosphere and buzz of it all. 



  

This term we have had lots of new and fabulous books in the library and a very productive time during 

library club! 

At library club, pupils were invited to make cards for the ΨIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ IǳōΩ ŀǘ Torquay Library. The idea of 

the Hub is to promote personal happiness for people of all ages. The children made some wonderful Thank 

You cards, How are you? cards and Birthday cards which were given to Hub members when happiness 

events were held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ IǳōΩ ŀǘ ¢ƻǊǉǳŀȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

We have also received some wonderful donations of good quality books as well as new books from the 

School Library Service to keep our stock current and interesting. In fact, we have had over two hundred 

new books in the library this year!  Pupils can also become authors of their own work, which can be 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ   wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ т² ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ   Ψ5ŜǎŜǊǘ 5ǿŜƭƭŜǊǎ 

DǳƛŘŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀs it is such a popular read.  

          

Some of our donations and new stock                            Desert Dwellers Guide by 7W 

From us all at the library, we wish you a safe and restful summer break. 

Happy reading! 



 

Year 4,5 and 6 - Friday 15th July 2022.  
On Friday 15th July children in Lower School (years 4, 5 and 6) took part 
in the annual sports day event. 
With the sun shining and Mr 5ŀǾŜȅΩǎ music flowing we embarked on 
the carousel of events throughout the morning.  Children were split 
into groups of 4, they rotated around the events competing against the 
other children in their group, these groups were: Yellow Thors, Blue 
Wolverines, Red Ironmen, Green Hulks. With 5 events being completed 
by break time, we had to stop for an extended break due to the warm 
day. When children were refreshed with fruit and plenty of water, they 
reappeared for the second half of sports day. The final events were 
completed and Mr Davey announced that the relay was worth double 
points. 
  
The morning finished with a win for the Yellow Thors who collected the 
most points throughout the 10 events and relays. A massive well done 
to all the children who took part, the behaviour was outstanding and 
your efforts were exemplary. 
  
Secondly, a big thanks to all the staff who came down and lead the children around the events. A lovely morning and 
a joy to see all the children showcase their skills and competitive nature. 
  
Mr Wallace, Mr Davey and Miss Kvesic. 
  
 Year 7-10 ς Monday 18th July 
On Monday 18th July pupils in 
years 7 to 10 took part in their 
sports day.  Once again,, Mr 
Wallace, Mr Davey and Miss 
Kvesic set their alarms for 5am 
for the 6am start.   By 8am, with 
over 200 cones laid out, all the 
events laid and the temperature 
approaching 20 degrees Celsius, 
we were ready for the 
children.  This was the first time 
we had attempted a sports day 
on the astro turf and we kicked 
it off with a parade of all the 
competitors who were split into 
two teams Ψ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ and 
5ŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊǎΩΣ 8 tutor groups in 
each team. 
  
It was fantastic to be able to invite parents again, this contributed to a great atmosphere on the Astro turf. 
  
Sports day this year consisted of 3 different sections, track and field, basketball and tennis.  Mr Wallace and Mr 
Davey took control of the track and field events, whilst Mr James and Miss Kvesic took basketball and tennis. 
  
The competition was fierce but friendly and all children left everything in the events, Whilst everything was running 
smoothly (and warmly) on the Astro, Mr James led the head-to-head Basketball games in the intense, albeit much 
cooler, sports hall Venue. Games ranged from about 6 to 8 minutes depending on time which, on the whole, made 
for more intense, end-to-end games. All pupils engaged well and got stuck in, whilst observing the rules of Basketball 
such as not travelling or double dribbling (only about 2 or 3 fouls were given all morning!) 



  
All games offered scintillating entertainment but a couple games in particular impressed the crowds. The game 
between 9K and 9C was without doubt the game of the day - with a good mixture of desire, passion and 
competitiveness. A close second to this was the game played between 10K and 10M, which saw some fantastic play. 
Both teams gave it their all but, in the end, 10M just had too much in the tank and claimed victory.  
  
We spoke to Mr James after the event and said this, 'That was my first time running the basketball and I'll tell you 
what... I'll slip you a Fiver every year to keep that job - the pupils were outstanding!' 
  
Whilst all the action was going on the Astro and the Sports hall, Miss Kvesic led some very competitive 6 vs 6 tennis 
games. The tennis activity was a little untraditional to allow us to get into the sports spirit of team games. One team 
were the attacking team and used their rackets to hit the ball over the net. The defending team stood fielding on the 
other side trying to catch their opponents out. This really highlighted some excellent fielding ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩǎ in 8C and 8B 
and some fantastic tennis skills in 10K and 9K!  
  
With the results close coming towards the end of the morning Mr Davey called double points for the relays. An 
outstanding effort from 7M with Preston, Cole, Billy and Filip resulted in a close finish with the Year 7 boys finishing 
in 3rd, but with their pride shining through after competing against Year уΩǎΦ For us teachers, definitely team of the 
day. 
  
The final event was the year 10 relay, Mr Wallace and Mr James were drafted in for 10W due to a shortage of 
runners and a competitive relay ensued with Kaylib from 10W handing over to Mr James with a lot of work to do, 
Kaven from 10M had a fantastic leg handing over to Leo. Leo with a big lead was now being chased down by Mr 
Wallace who despite his best efforts ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ catch the pocket rocket and 10M took the win. 
  
There were some outstanding performances from Keegan in 8N in the long jump, Oliver in 8B in the javelin, Callum in 
7D in the shot putt and a special mention to Beth and Dan who competed in the running events scoring valuable 
points for their team. 
  
Well done to all the competitors who took part and helped form a fantastic day, you a credit to yourselves and your 
tutor groups. 
  
LΩŘ like to add a quick thanks to .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ Estate 
Agents for sponsoring our medals for all of our sports 
day competitors and for coming in to the Monday 
sports day to offer our children refreshments. 
.ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ are celebrating their 30 year anniversary 
and their initiative is for 30 of their stores to help 30 
schools across Torbay. Many thanks to Dom and 
Lynn from .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ for coming in to help. 
  
Mr Wallace, Miss Kvesic and Mr Davey. 
 

 



Includes a football training session and 
match with our sport coach to show 
you how itõs done! 

A ôshow and tellõ and animal 
handling session with an animal 
care expert! Are you brave 
enough to hold a snake? 

Curl and plait your hair, paint 
your nails with our beauty 
expert! 

A chance to learn some 
martial arts skills and play 
exciting games with a martial 
arts expert! 



BTEC Group 

The year 10 Science BTEC group were set an assignment to identify living organisms in 

the Rock pools at Goodrington Beach. The pupils were so independent, confident and 

engaged in the activity for two hours! They demonstrated excellent safety and use of 

identification keys. All of the adults on the trip were very proud of the pupils J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst most of year 10 were in London, the others were set a task to persuade and 

inform tourists about local attractions. Pupils had an action packed week going to 

the Plymouth aquarium, the Mayflower museum, AMF bowl, Kents Cavern, 

²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎΣ /ǊŀȊȅ DƻƭŦΣ ¢ƻǊǊŜ !ōōŜȅ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ƳŀƳŀΩǎ 

kitchen. They used words such as ς thrilling, popular, educational, and exciting to 

describe their experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



In May the construction pupils visited Hinkley Point C, the first new nuclear power station to be built in the UK in 

over 20 years.  The pupils learnt that Hinkley Point C in Somerset will provide low-carbon electricity for around 6 

million homes and make a major contribution to the ¦YΩǎ move to reduce carbon emissions. The electricity 

generated by its two EPR reactors will offset 9 million tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions a year, or 600 million 

tonnes over its 60-year lifespan.  

Construction and operation of Hinkley Point C is costing £28billion and it will create 25,000 employment 

opportunities which includes 1,000 apprenticeships.  It is home to the worlds largest crane, named Big Carl, which 

can carry 5000 tonnes, or 50 blue whales! 

  

The area covers 245 football pitches and when complete will provide the UK with 7% of electricity.  It has been 

designed using the sea to cool down the hot water used to create the energy by digging tunnels out into the ocean 

to provide cooling. 

  

The site has 8000 employees many who travel to site and live in purpose built accommodation blocks, which 

resemble holiday apartments.  It is one of the largest construction sites in Europe and has its own fire station and 

healthcare centre employing doctors and nurses and 3 ambulances. 

  

The pupils had interactive activities to complete in the beautiful 13th Century visitor centre and then headed out on a 

coach to have a tour of site.  Unfortunately we were not allowed to take photos of the actual site but the pupils were 

praised by the tour guides for asking lots of interesting and varied questions. If you want to find out more about 

Hinkley Point C, you can visit the website at edfenery.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-projects/Hinkley-point-

c/about. 

 

 

https://www.edfenergy.com/zero-carbon


On Friday 1st July 2022, four Year 9 students had the 

opportunity to try out some of the courses at South Devon 

College. 

Rebecca, Crystal, Harley and Luke were thrilled to start the day 

with a bag of sweets and group activity where they worked 

together to create a playdoh model of the Torquay Eye, 

showing awesome team work and leadership skills.  

They were then put into Group A for the day with some boys 

from St Cuthbert Mayne School and given a short tour of 

facilities, including the impressive fitness suite. There was even 

an outdoor gym that they tried out at the end of the day. 

Everyone was a little worried they would get lost as the building is so big but there were lots of friendly staff around 

to help. 

The first vocational area they visited was the Animal Care department where they 

met small farm animals and even Meerkats, as well as a visit inside the smelly 

rodent room. Next, it was a taste of the high life, drinking mocktails on board an 

aeroplane! The college will be doing a cabin crew course soon so have part of an 

aircraft set up in a classroom. It was fun but they also learned that passengers 

have to be kept safe and evacuated in 90 seconds! 

After landing, they visited the hair and beauty salon where they took turns to put 

ǎǇŀǊƪƭȅ ƘŀƛǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƛǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ some 

lifesaving first aid skills on some manikins in the health and social care 

department followed by some bricklaying in the purpose built construction area. 

The next stop was the motor vehicles workshop ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ /ƻƳōŜ tŀŦŦƻǊŘ ōǳǘ ōƛƎƎŜǊΗ IŀǊƭŜy and Luke 

completed the task of labelling parts of the car as quick as a flash, impressing the tutor.  

They also had a chat with the Public Services tutors about careers and played a team game where they all held hands 

all tangled up and had to work together to untangle 

themselves, which they did! The tutors were impressed with 

their teamwork, communication and leadership skills, so much 

so they awarded Team A with a certificate. All four of the 

students from Combe Pafford were awarded individual 

certificates for their brilliant work in the different areas 

throughout the day, recognised by the college staff. A great 

day out but also a great opportunity to think about 

qualifications 

and jobs in the 

future. 

 





  

This term 9K celebrated their Class of the Term treat at the bowling alley, which they thoroughly enjoyed and 

deserved. This year the children have worked extremely hard across all subjects, writing some amazing murder 

mystery stories in English and ALL achieving an Entry Level in Science. This term we were also lucky enough to be 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ tŀǳƭǘƻƴΩǎ tŀǊk to enjoy all of the rides. 9K had so much fun were excellent representatives for the 

school.  

As a class we have achieved so many team and individual goals. Many of our class attended Ten Tors training and 

Luke Feltham and Harley Clements attended the event. They camped overnight and were the first group back that 

walked the 15 mile route. Olivia Osborne and Elizabeth Shepherd wowed the school with their beautiful singing 

during the Sing Up Day assembly. And Tyler Vickers was recognised for his fantastic progress made throughout the 

year, receiving ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀŘΩs most improved pupil. 

 

 



A hundred seagulls, all lovingly decorated by 

schools, community groups and artists across 

the English Riviera, will fly the nest and land in 

locations across Torbay this summer to form a 

community art trail. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳōŜ tŀŦŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǎŜŀƎǳƭƭǎΣ 

Legolot, Stormzy and Recycle Michael. 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

A BIG congratulations ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ф/ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

fantastic year. They achieved the highest scoring grades in 

their IT Functional Skills Exam EVER! 80% of them achieved 

full marks. Just amazing ς well done! 

A special shout out to Bleay and Saphire.  They have run the 

Pafford Points shop all year, giving up their free time every 

break time so they can help other pupils collect the rewards 

ς fantastic work and thank you very much to both of them! 

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ф/Σ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳn.  

Have a lovely summer break. 

From Mrs Cooper, Mrs Screech  

and Mrs Parsons 

 



 

Twenty five pupils excitedly left for London on a 4 day residential on 

Tuesday, 21st June!  The first day included a half way stop off at Swindon 

at the Shaw Ridge Leisure Park where pupils either went to the cinema for 

the latest Marvel instalment; Doctor Strange In The Multiverse Of 

Madness or gave their all at ten pin bowling and the adrenaline fuelled 

Laser Quest next door.  Jordan Orchard-Barker and Harvey Barnes were 

the champions in the Laser Quest games; a future in the military maybe 

for them?!  A stop at a nearby Toby Carvery for dinner was followed by 

the next part of our journey to the accommodation at the Elephant and 

Castle in London. 
 

Wednesday included some top attractions with the spine-chilling London Dungeons, which saw Mr James quite 

rightly locked up in a cage and subjected to some unbearable medieval torture, 

which I am unable to write about.  We then had a trip on the London Eye to see the 

stunning views across London (Kourtney Stolworthy pictured on the left smiling on 

the London Eye) and then a scorching, but relaxing, afternoon cruise along the River 

¢ƘŀƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƛȊȊŀ όŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŀƭŀŘΗύ 

at the Pizza Hut restaurant in Leicester Square. 

 

The next morning, on Thursday, we were very 

fortunate to see the Changing of the Guard 

ceremony at Buckingham Palace.  The pupils 

certainly enjoyed this but possibly not as much as 

Mr Stevens and Mrs Scanlan who tried to join in 

with the guards!!  All the pupils are pictured to the right sat on the steps of 

The Queen Victoria Memorial outside Buckingham Palace at the entrance to 

the Mall.  Later on, we also visited the O2 arena (which had Diana Ross 

belting out the hits tƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΗύΣ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƻƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀōƭŜ 

ŎŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƳƛǊŀǘŜΩǎ !ƛǊ [ƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ŀǘ 

Westfield.  This was also a day full of experiences on the underground tube; 

dashing here there and everywhere in this way was a first for nearly all of 

the children.   

 

! ƭƻƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ΧΦΦ ƧǳǎǘΗ  

The children were a credit to themselves all week and the staff have all said that they could not have wished for 

a better group to take away!   

 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ /ƻƳōŜ tŀŦŦƻǊŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ 

and I have had a wonderful 10 years here working for your children.  Your children are extremely lucky to 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴŘΩ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

through school to employment.  I wish all the parents, carers, governors, staff and the children, the very best 

for the future. 

 

Mr Dowell 

Deputy Head and Upper School Leader  

 



21st ς 24th June 2022 

Whilst the majority of the Year 11s were in London, a group of 6 pupils 

came to school each day and went out on daytrips with Mrs Cocker and 

Mrs Tuci.  We worked on being able to plan and budget for a family day 

out, and then got to enjoy each of the days that we had planned. 

Day 1: Torquay Day 

We began our day in school and used this time to research, plan and 

budget for the week ahead.  Once our work was done, we went to AMF 

Bowling in Torquay.  Everyone did a fantastic job at bowling and pins 

were being knocked down throughout the hour.  After we had completed 

a couple of games, we had lunch there.  We were also extremely lucky to 

walk through the arcade just after the maintenance men had been and put credit on the machines and so the 

children got to have a go at car racing, basketball, etc for free!!  Once we had finished with the games, we went for a 

walk at Meadfoot beach and appreciated just how lucky we are to live by the sea, watching the sun glistening on the 

water and taking in the beauty that surrounds us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Day 2: Plymouth Day 

We set off for Plymouth Aquarium today and enjoyed looking at the various fish, sharks and jelly fish.  Fortunately it 

was very quiet in the aquarium when we first arrived and we were lucky enough to be part of a small group that 

received a talk at the shark tank ς lots of interesting facts were shared and we got to learn some of the sharks 

names.  Once we had finished in Plymouth we decided to move back nearer to school and so stopped off at Paignton 

to enjoy an ice-cream at the beach and time to play in the Geopark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3: Exeter Day 

Today we went to Exeter and a few of the children were brave and had a go at Clip and Climb.  I was impressed with 

how high they managed to climb.  We then enjoyed some shopping in the Guildhall shopping centre.  The children 

were really excited to go into the shops and spend some money.  Purchases included some clothes, sunglasses, an 

Among Us soft toy, some dinosaur figurines and a PS game.   Once we had finished shopping we went for lunch at 

Kaspas dessert restaurant.  Wow!  Ice cream and waffles were enjoyed by everyone and we all agreed it was a 

wonderful treat for lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Day 4: Woodlands Theme Park 

Much fun was had by all today.  Barney was able 

to convince both Sam and Mrs Tuci to join him on 

the waterslides!  It was a good job we went to the 

waterslides first as they were a little soggy when 

they got off ς the sunshine soon dried them 

though.  The Toboggan Ride was a hit and the 

children enjoyed a couple of goes on this.  

Everyone also enjoyed time on the outdoor play 

equipment and slides.  Before we left for the day 

we went to see the animals ς they were very 

happy to receive the food we had bought for them and the children enjoyed hand feeding ponies and goats.  A 

fantastic end to a busy week! J 

 
 

Tuesday 19th July was the date for our ̧ ŜŀǊ мм ƭŜŀǾŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  After a 3 year absence, due to the 

pandemic, we were back at the Spanish Barn at Torre Abbey.  The pupils certainly pulled out all the stops to 

look their very best and there were some very impressive arrivals with Kaitlyn 

Harris making her appearance in a gleaming white Range Rover and Charley 

Ross rocking up in a retro green Granada!! 

 

The pupils received their Record of Achievements and Subject Awards from 

their tutors including the wonderful Bradley Kersey (pictured) who 

deservedly achieved ǘƘŜ ΨtǳǇƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΩ 

ethos in our school and being a massive success in attaining employment 

himself many times!!   

 

The pupils then walked along the seafront towards the Pavillion to hop onto 

the Brixham Belle to enjoy a, slightly choppy at times, 2-

hour boat trip around the bay and beyond!  Here are our 

smart Year 11 pupils pictured at the end of the evening. 

 

As it stands, 27 pupils are continuing their Post-16 journey 

in our Sixth Form and of the remaining 6 pupils, 5 pupils 

are off to South Devon College and the remaining one 

pupil is off to Bicton College to embark on the next stage 

of their journey!   

 

 

 

 

Good luck to each and every one of them! 

 

Mr Dowell 

 

 

       



Summer has seen the beginning of the 
reptile animals venturing outside! The 
bearded dragons, tortoises and even the 
snakes have been basking in the sun. Year 10 
and 11 have enjoyed walking the bearded 
dragons on the lead around the Ark area, 
which is important for their vitamin D intake. 
We sadly wave good bye to the sixth form 
animal care group and as their final trip we 
went rock pooling at Meadfoot Beach. It was 
a fantastic day and we found a variety of 
marine life around the beach to include sea 
ǎƴŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŜƳƻƴŜǎΣ ŎǊŀōǎΣ ǇǊŀǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
sure someone spotted Sammy the Seal!! 
We have also had a variety of toddlers in to 
see the animals and the year 10 and 11Ωs 
have worked hard to show them around and 
teach them a fact. 
 
 
 

 

We have had an action packed term in 10K. Everyone has 
been working hard in their lessons and completing 
coursework in their chosen options and IT. In English and 
Careers lessons, the students have been looking at how to set 
up a charity and the different roles involved. This culminated 
in the Y10 Enterprise Day last Friday when we all enjoyed a 
pizza and pasta buffet lunch at the Derwent Hotel before the 
teams presented their ideas to a panel of representatives 
from local businesses. I was really impressed by the great 
ideas and team work shown by the class and how confidently 
they spoke to the audience. Earlier in the term the BTEC 
Science students went rockpooling at Goodrington beach as 
part of their Biology unit. We were really lucky as the rain 
stopped and the sun came out as we arrived for our session 
with the ranger from Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust. 
Everyone got really involved in the rockpooling and we found 
and identified lots of different species including crabs, 
jellyfish and anemones. In the last few weeks we have had 
the Y10 residential to London and Sports Day. It has been 
lovely to get back to a sense of normality after the last few 
years and enjoy some fun activities with the class and 
provided a great finish to our time together. 

 

 

 



      

Students excel on work placements 

Despite the pressures placed on work placements by the pandemic, many of our sixth form students have still been 

attending work, and there have been a number of notable successes. Jacob Hughes (pictured with young goats) has 

been outstanding in his placement at Totnes Rare Breeds Farm, displaying reliability, independence and a strong work 

ethic, and his employers will be sad to see him go. Jacob has now left us to move to Dorset, taking up a place in Animal 

Care at Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester where he is looking forward to continuing his studies.  

 

Another leaver, Liam Slack (pictured below, working at 

{ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎύ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

year working in Customer Service, having previously 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ CŜǊƳƻȅΩǎΦ [ƛŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

onto the Aspires Programme at Torbay Hospital for 

September, but has now gone one better by securing 

ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 

team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several students are continuing in the sixth form 

next year, and one of these who has excelled in her 

work placement is Natasha Mildren (left), who has 

received consistently good feedback from her 

employer, Southernwood Nursery on a regular 

basis. Her colleagues cannot speak highly enough of 

Natasha, and report that she has grown in 

confidence tremendously, and is now proactive in 

being able to work with children independently. 

Very well done to Tash for her efforts. 

 

 

 

 

  


