
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

 

  

How can I  possibly 

describe  this  

term!?    

It  began for  me 

with  the  completely  

unexpected  news 

that  I  was going to  

receive  an OBE at  

Buckingham Palace 

and has ended in 

closing the  school 

early  and trying  to  ensure all pupils are 

catered  for  as well as they  can be, over the  

next  few  difficult  weeks ahead. 

First  the  visit  to  the  Palace, whilst  it  was 

an undoubted  honour to  receive  such an 

individual  award, I  was and am, completely  

aware that  it  is also a reflection  of  the  

hard  work  and commitment  of  the  many 

st aff  who work,  and have worked  at  Combe 

Pafford  over the  years, all of  whom have 

helped to  make it  such a great  place to  

learn. Their  commitment,  always to  go the  

extra  mile, to  keep positive  and smiling, also 

makes it  a great  place to  work. So, to  them,  

tog ether  with  supportive  Governors, I  

would like  to  record  my grateful  thanks  for  

enabling me to  be acknowledged in such a 

way. 

The surprise  assembly, with  the  throne,  the  

cake, the  Schools Council input,  the  visit  of   

in a special day for  me, one I  will  remember  

with  a big smile!.an ex-pupil to  speak, and 

the  replica  (edible!)  medal, enabled 

everyone to  share  
We then  all settled  into  a busy term,  as you 

can see from  the  many reports  inside 

this  newsletter.  Fairly  early  on in the  term  

we became aware that  ther e was a problem 

in China, thousands of  miles from  where we 

go, but  concerning enough for  us to  begin to  

consider  not  going this  year  and to  

begin thinking  about  alternativesé.but  little  

did  we know how far  reaching  this  was going 

to  get,  meaning all foreig n residential  trips  

have been cancelled and now even local ones 

for  June/July  are in jeopardy . 
We donõt yet  know if  we will  open on time  

after  Easter?  Please watch  the  school 

website  for  any updates. We will  also use 

text  to  parents  and email to  parents  to  

share any news. If  you need to  get  in touch  

during  this  period  of  isolation,  please 

use admin@combepafford.torbay.sch.uk  to  

make contact,  this  address  is checked 

several  times  a day and I  can call back as 

soon as I  receive  the  message. 
So take  care and keep well, it  will  soon pass 

and I  sincerely  hope without  too  much 

difficulty  for  our pupils, staff  and families . 
  
Mr  Lock 
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The children  in 4N went  to  Dawlish Gardens Trust.  

Whilst  there,  they  made wooden plant  boxes using 

drills  and planted  different  types  of  lettuce  in the  

workshop. 

 

They also were treated to a tour of the park in 

the park jeep!! They had a fantastic time and are 

looking forward to returning!!!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School held their termly talent 

contest just before school closure and 

wow what a ta lented bunch we have in 

Years 8 and 9! Acts were judged by Mrs 

McVeigh, Mrs Cooper and Mr Spooner and 

included dancing, stand up comedy, 

marshmallow eating, basketball and 

football tricks and even some manualism 

(palm farting!) along to the Star Wars theme  tune!!  

It was so difficult to choose a winner that we picked three acts to be joint 

winners. Congratulations  to... 

¶ Lily  and Caitlin  Barnes for  their  line dancing routine  

¶ Connor Adams for  an excellent  drumming routine  (we could see improvement  from  last  

t erm Connor- keep up the  great  work!)  

¶ Lilian Sherratt  for  a fantastic  drawing of  her  favourite  animal, the  Capybara 

 

All winners will receive a voucher to visit the Yellow Frog Cafe for lunch.  

Thank you to all who participated and to Miss Moor for organisin g. I cannot wait to see what 

will feature at our next show!  

 

Mrs McVeigh  
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During the week beginning 9th March, our Combe Pafford 

Science week gave pupils the  opportunity  to  make 

familiar  links to  science and fuel  their  engagement in the  

subject,  by r ecreating scenes from movies using Science 

to create 'special effects' . Upper school pupils tested 

out techniques such as dry ice, the van der graaf 

machine, flashes, bangs, light and sounds for specia l 

effects. Each class in years 4 -9 had 3 days to recreate a 

movie scene, which was then watched in our hall with lots 

of popcorn (we even discussed the science behind 

why popcorn pops!).  

 

4N- Up, 5M- Harry  Potter,  5E- Charlie and the  

Chocolate factory,  6B- I ce age, 7B-Home alone, 7O- 

The I ncredibles,  7J - Jurassic  Park, 8P- A Christmas  

Carol, 8W - 

Moana, 8S - 

Ghost Busters,  8N - Toy Story,  9A- Star  wars, 9M - 

The blob meets  Flubber,  9C - Harry  Potter,  9T  - The 

joker  meets  

Jurassic  Park.  

 

All pupils and 

staff should be really proud of themselves;  the scenes 

that they produced were fantastic and had us all in 

stitches! I was impressed by the engagement and 

determination of 

our pupils to learn 

and try new things, Science week lunch club was full of 

eager learners! A selection of pupils from years 4 -11 will 

be chosen to go on a special mystery scientistõs day out 

soon.  We will put a selection 

of the movie scenes up on the 

screen in reception;  they are 

too good not to show!  

 

Well done everyone! Mrs McGregor  

 

 

 

 

 



 

So, what is oracy and why is it important at Combe Pafford?  

Recently, Combe Pafford School has been working on the development of oracy  across the 

school. Oracy covers the skills that pupils need to help them communicate effectively with 

others in ord er to learn to, and to learn through speak. This is because research tells us that 

speaking and listening skills are essential for social mobility, good mental health, good cognition 

and learning, development good relationships and building self -esteem.  

I n addition to the support we are providing in lessons, we are appealing to parents and carers 

to engage in similar activities at home, which will further improve their skills. There are 

several things that could be done to support your childõs speaking and listening development at 

home, such as: 

¶ Having high expectations for your childõs responses to your  questions ð these can be 

supported by se ntence. 

¶ Allow children time to think and respond  

¶ Demonstrate speaking in clear sentences  

¶ Playing games that develop  speaking and listening skills i.e. ôWould you rather?õ 

¶ Visit https://thefamilydinnerproject.org /  

Below are a selection of resources to help you suppor t your child when engaging in discussion 

activities  

 

Conversation Starters (for more visit: 

https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/conversation/ ) 
1.  If you had superpowers, what would they be and ho w would you use them to help 

people? 

2.  Talk about two things about which you felt thankful today.  

3.  If you woke up tomorrow and c ould do one thing that you cannot  do right now, what 

would it be?  

Everyday conversation  

How was your day?  
¶ My day was (good)é The best bit wasé 

¶ I enjoyed m y day becauseé 

¶ I did not enjoy my day becauseé  

What was the best thing about school this week?  
¶ I think the best thing wasé becauseé 

¶ I agree becauseé 

¶ I disagree becauseé  

If you could choose an activity to do this evening/weekend/half term what 

would it be  and why?  
¶ I would like to go toé because... 

¶ One thing I would like to try isé This is becauseé 

¶ My favourite activity would beé becauseé 

 

https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/
https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/
https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/conversation/


4.  What is  one fun thing that you hope to do next year?  

Would you r ather questions?  

Take turns asking òWould you ratheré.?ó questions. You can make up your own, but here are a 

few of our favourites : 

¶ éown your own boat or your own plane? 

¶ éspeak every language in the world or play every instrument? 

¶ élive in the future or in the past?  

¶ ébe the best player on a losing team or the worst player on a winning team? 

¶ élive without a telephone or a television? 

¶ ébe fabulously famous and poor or unknown and rich? 

 

If you have any questions or would like to find out more about how we us e oracy in the class, 

then please contact either Mrs Owens or Mr James.  

 
 

 
 

 

  
 



 

Year 7 trip to The Eden Project  

 

 7J , 7O and 7B went  on a fantastic  trip  to  the  Eden Project.  We took  part  in a workshop called 

ôRainforests Uncoveredõ and the  pupils were able to  think  about  what  it  would be like  to  be 

part  of  a tribe.  They thought  about  the  three  main things  needed for  survival;  food,  shelter  

and their  health.  We explored  the  

rainforest  biome and searched  

for  the  plants  they  used for  

medicines and to  meet  their  basic 

needs. All  the  pupils were well 

behaved and particularly  enjoyed  

the  swinging rope bridge  and the  

part  where they  could experience  

what  it  would feel  like  to  be in a 

cloud. A brilliant  trip  was had by 

everyone and it  was the  perfect  

way to  explore  our learning  in 

Topic further.   

 

Mrs  Curzon, Mrs  Owens and Mrs  Bradfield  
 

 

 

 

Year 8 at Escot  

 

 

On Monday 27th January 2020, Year 8 went 

to visit the living histories Saxon village at 

Wildwood Escot in Ottery St Mary. After 

escaping from the Maize Ma ze, we had a 

fantastic day learning about how the Anglo -

Saxons lived; how they made their food, how 

they made tools and toys, how they made coins and paid for things, and exploring what their 

houses and shelters were like. We made bread in the cob oven and  a clothes pin in the forge, 

we even wrote in magical  Anglo-Saxon Runes.  

Despite the rain and cold, we also got to see 

some amazing animals including wolves, red 

foxes, birds of prey, otters, lynx and boars! 

There are six  wolves at Escot who have come 

fr om Sweden. We were really lucky to get up 

so close to them.

 



Year 8 Spring Term.   

 

Our in school learning has been very exciting this term, 

on top of our interesting everyday learning we enjoyed 

taking part in World Book Day and Science Week. For 

World B ook Day, we enjoyed dressing up and sharing 

stories before all three classes decorated their doors 

to show their love of animals, with 8S doing the Jungle 

Book and 8P and 8W making an Animal Kingdom themed 

doorway. 

As part of Science Week,  pupils enjoyed having the 

chance to get creative and try some different experiments. 8S did a slime themed Ghostbusters 

video, 8P focused on special effects from a Christmas 

Carol and 8W made a jewelled giant crab and a glow -in-

the -dark giant crab from Moana.  

A highlight  for staff and students was our trip to 

Escot Living History Village as part of our humanities 

topic. (See separate article for photos from the day).  

We have also managed to squeeze in some other trips 

in the local area to practise our road safety skills a nd 

8W visited the beach, to practice Beach Safety as 

part of our Lifeskills learning.  

Mrs Wills, Miss Puffett and Mrs Smith  

8S Science Week  

Ghostbusters!  

For science week this March, each class was 

asked to recreate a scene(s) from a movie.  8S 

picked ôGhostbustersõ.   We recreated the scene 

with ôSlimoõ and the pupils got to make their own 

slime from scratch.  We then used this 

slime to make our own Slimo character.  

We took lots of photos to create an 

animation of Slimo moving 

across tables and cha irs.  

Next, we created the 

ôMallowmanõ, the pupils 

made their own marshmallow man from marshmallows 

and we created our own mini city.  As a class, we 

conducted a science experiment using bicarbonate of 

soda and vinegar to create a mini volcano that would d estroy the Mallowman.  We had lots of 

fun and the pupils enjoyed brushing up on their acting skills as 

they played the part of ôghostbustersõ from the film.      

By Mrs Smith  

 
 
 
  


